AGENDA
FARM ANIMAL WELFARE ADVISORY COUNCIL (FAWAC)
Date:  


Thursday 12th March 2020
Venue:  

HARDIMAN HOTEL GALWAY CITY 
Refreshments: 
On arrival (10 am)
Meeting Time: 
10.30am
Attendee’s:
Sean O’Laoide (Chair), Dr Sinead Waters, Gerald Quain, Des Morrison, Dr Andrew Kelly, Conor Dowling, Kevin Kinsella, Rob Doyle, Sean Murray. 
1. Minutes of the last FAWAC meeting of 12th December, 2019 and matters arising.
The ISPCA provided comments on the minutes in advance of the meeting. These comments were included in the minutes circulated at the meeting. 

Teagasc presented information on a project dairy calf to beef grass based production system.  The project compared the physical performance of 3 genetic groups in an efficient grassland production system. The conclusions were that very high performance is possible from grass based diets. The high EBI calves were slaughtered at 22months.  Earlier born calves have an advantage.  Teagasc are looking at developing  pen side tests. 
Teagasc to circulate material to the group. 
2. Calf welfare 
DAFM presented on dairy calf welfare, advising of the additional controls now in place in relation to transport. DAFM outlined the current steps being taken to reduce risks in the system informing of 300 risk based on farm inspections ongoing with 100 undertaken to date. In addition inspections had also taken place at all marts. DAFM reported very positive results. 
The ICMSA informed of the positive improvements and the high quality calves at marts, with calves older and better presented. The IFA offered their support for the improvements in animal welfare. The IFA informed the meeting of the challenges involved adding that there was great demand among stakeholders for live calves. Teagasc added that from a climate change perspective we are well placed in terms of meat and milk production. 

The Chair praised the resilience of the sector adding that the initiatives shown and results achieved was a good news story for the sector. 

DAFM added that Calf Welfare Guidelines were progressing well and thanked all for their input. 
3. Equine welfare 

The ISPCA informed the meeting that calls were stable since last year with 15 urban based equines lifted, adding that attitudes had changed over the years. ISPCA advised that there have been 3 prosecutions involving dog breeding establishments. The ISPCA advised that sulky racing was still an ongoing concern. 

DAFM presented on equine welfare informing the meeting that in 2019 Approx. 880 horses were seized. Of theses approx were 100 reclaimed, 330 rehomed and 440 euthanised.  Recently at the North West EWS a discussion on a new approach being used by Kilkenny County Council was discussed. Areas with high levels of straying horses are under a virtual exclusion zone and effected landowners have signed a declaration to give to the Council under the COH Act. 

There was interest from various RVOs in the Northwest for this to be examined and the welfare section will attempt to explore further. Welfare calls to the helpline remain steady with horses straying and livestock in wet conditions being the bulk of calls.  
ISPCA added that traceability of equines was difficult to gauge and that a multi agency approach and additional resources are required. 
DAFM agreed to look further behind the 880 figure and report to the group at the next meeting. 
4. Pig Welfare 
DAFM presented on intensive pigs and tails docking and gave an update on non intensive pigs. DAFM informed that the Minister has signed off on an increase to TAMS of €200k to fund rearing pigs with intact tails. A risk based assessment and action plan are currently being considered. DAFM has 10-12 specialist VI’s looking at animal based measures. 
The meeting were informed of specialist equipment in use to test air quality. Antimicrobial use was also being tested and pen design being assessed adding that antimicrobial use was reducing. The meeting was advised that Teagasc were also working with DAFM on changes to be made, DAFM added that Bord Bia were working on a new standard aimed at giving farmers the opportunity to add value.
The IFA advised of the need to keep focus on the economics in relation to standards. The IFA commented that price deflation factor and that in the last 10 years average consumer prices increased by 7%,  advising of changes in  retail prices for food -9%, poultry -17% and beef +2%.  

The IFA added that the  message needs to be pushed that Higher welfare costs more, with communication and education key. 
5. AOB

It was noted that same issues apply to rearing animals that have better climate credentials. 

Contact: http://www.fawac.ie
Email: fawac@agriculture.gov.ie
