FARM ANIMAL WELFARE ADVISORY COUNCIL (FAWAC)
Date:  


Thursday 12th Decemebr 2019
Venue:  

Midlands Park Hotel Portlaoise
Refreshments: 
On arrival (10 am)
Meeting Time: 
10.30am
Agenda:

1. Minutes of the last FAWAC meeting of 12th September 2019 and matters arising. Prof Fottrell apologies, hope to hold the next meeting in Galway.  Suggest Minister to launch Calf Booklet

Minutes of last meeting.

Education Sub-committee is to liaise with Agriware. To have a curriculum targeted to each level of education and the possibility of a range of outside speakers.  This is a task for the sub-committee. Scientific committee, once a day feeding, still under review.

Dairy Labour. The IFA have provided submission to Dept Enterprise, to extend scheme for non EU workers.

 Minutes agreed.

1. Calf welfare Document
There were a number of different views expressed on issues around positive welfare and aligning with animal disease challenges. Consistency with the AHI Document was discussed. It was agreed that the document should be a practical guide towards calf rearing and not a national calf policy. It was suggested to produce a summary document.
It was agreed among the group that it is essential that the document is consistent, that the document was a good general document and difficult to shorten. The Chair identified two immediate issues, compact calving and euthanasia.  
It was agreed that the Education Sub-Committee would meet early in January on the document with a view to finalising the draft. 
2. Equine welfare.

The meeting was informed that the Equine welfare, 2019 figures due in Jan.  There were 25 horses seized in Kildare in December. Figures for the year to date have shown a 20% decrease on calls to helpline. In Wicklow, 8 horses had been moved recently to assist council with rehoming. 
Equine rescue groups, Standards for dog and cat rescue need something for equine. ISPCA have approx 70, FVEA and FVA document dealing with 
Horses. Chair to send to DAFM issues around no kill policy,  

3. Pig Welfare 
Bio check, WebHAT, AMU database, 

IFA advised that  ZnOx, removal will be an issue especially around weaning, there has been considerable around diet.  Genetics has driven born alive, so there is some move away from this.  
Risk assessment is going to work on tail biting as it may not be welfare friendly to leave tails on in all cases.   Feeders are important, breed is important, some breeds are more aggressive.  Grading and some level of unevenness reducing aggression, factories less fussy on variability.  
IFA pig farmers, health and welfare, is interlinked.  Enrichment material, is an issue, similar problems to rest of Europe,  
ISPCA stated that it is crucial that stakeholder buy in happening.   Civil society to pay more for higher welfare product

4. AOB

i. Welfare during transport. Trader notice to issue on new improved welfare standards. 
ii. DSPCA running courses on Equine skills.  Invite to meet the group on what she is doing. 

iii. Dairy calf to beef, project at Teagasc, Bernie, to update for the next meeting.

Contact: http://www.fawac.ie
Email: fawac@agriculture.gov.ie
