MINUTES OF THE SEVENTY THIRD MEETING OF

 THE FARM ANIMAL WELFARE ADVISORY COUNCIL

Location:
River Lee Hotel Cork City.





Date:
8th April 2019

Present:
Chairperson Professor Patrick Fottrell, Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Kevin Kinsella. Sean O’Leary (IFA),) Andrew Kelly (ISPCA),) Gerald Quain (ICMSA) Alison Hanlon, (UCD) Laura Boyle (Teagasc), Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co) Mairead Wallace Pigott(Veterinary Ireland) Michael Pigott (Veterinary Ireland) , Angus Woods (IFA)
Apologies:
Bernadette Earley (Teagasc) Conor Dowling (ISPCA) 
Secretary:
Paul Whelan (DAFM)
1. Launch of the Dairy Welfare Booklet

Minister Michael Creed officially launched the FAWAC Dairy Welfare Guidelines booklet.  He acknowledged the work of the Council and the sub committees and their continued effort and dedication to enhancing animal welfare practices.
2. Review of Minutes of 72nd FAWAC Meeting


Minutes of the 72nd meeting from December 2018 were accepted.
3. Equine Welfare
The roles of the various organisations involved in equine welfare matters was discussed by the members.  It was noted that the clarification of these roles and responsibilities is important. It was suggested that a document outlining this information be dratted.

DAFM noted that equine education projects are very effective in many parts of the country.  There are some areas whereby a more coordinated approach of enforcement methods would assist in increased legislative compliance by owners and improved welfare for equines.  The issue of volunteer groups seizing horses without authorisation powers was highlighted.  Members agreed that only officers who have the power to seize animals can do so and this message should be emphasised to the public.
 ISPCA reported that An Garda Síochána are exploring the option at being assisted by dog wardens during police actions however this remains in progress.   Successful management of the issues will require a collaborative multi Departmental approach.  This would require examination of legislation such as the Road Traffic Act and local bye laws.
Action:

· FAWAC will recommend the formation of a cross Department group to examine the issues. 

· DAFM will review the dissemination of information to An Garda Síochána possibly with the inclusion of some training regarding the powers of authorised officers under the Animal Health and Welfare Act.  ISPCA are willing to assist.
4. Dairy Welfare.
The Chair acknowledged the hard work put into the Dairy Welfare booklet.  It was agreed that it is very important for dairy farmers to have possession of this booklet. 
The Education sub group hope to meet in April/May, The once a day feeding of calves will be examined and it is hoped the Scientific Advisory Committee on Animal Health and Welfare (SACAHW) will issue a recommendation.  The question of how to distribute the Dairy Welfare booklet to the maximum number of relevant farmers was put to the council. 

Suggested actions for distribution were; 
· The IFA suggested a link in with Bord Bia and have the booklet included to their information packs supplied to farmers.

· (ICOS) The Co-Op network could play a role in the dissemination of the booklet. Farm representative groups and veterinarians could also make their members/clients aware of the booklet.

· Teagasc suggested that the booklet could be distributed at its open days. 
· UCD noted that it may be time to look at a diversification of media used such as radio, TV or social media such as a pod cast to reach more people. 
Action 

· Link in with Bord Bia to arrange distribution of the booklet (DAFM)
5. Sheep worrying 

The Council discussed the issues of sheep worrying. The IFA noted that they have been made aware of more cases of sheep worrying by dogs in 2019 than in previous years.  It was suggested that miccrochipping become linked with licencing and on a single database in an effort to identify owners.  It was also noted that the stray dog situation has improved over the years, however high numbers of dogs are still being exported.  Tthe importance of choosing the correct breed for the family situation should be stressed.  
6. AOB

Veterinary Ireland expressed concern regarding potential lack of 24 hour emergency cover plus the long distances to remote farms due to the absence of a locally based practice. This will lead to major animal welfare issues.  DAFM noted that the stakeholders involved need to make their views known to the Veterinary Council.
Action point; 
· DAFM to contact the relevant section and consider under the Veterinary Practice Act. 
The Chairman tanked all members for their attendance and contribution.

The next FAWAC meeting will be hoped to be held on 20th June 2019
