MINUTES OF THE SEVENTY SECOND MEETING OF
 THE FARM ANIMAL WELFARE ADVISORY COUNCIL
Location:
Portlaoise.




Date:
7th December 2018
Present:
Chairperson Professor Patrick Fottrell, Paul Whelan Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Kevin Kinsella. Sean O’Leary (IFA),) Andrew Kelly Conor Dowling (ISPCA), Michael Spellman  (ICOS) Gerald Quain (ICMSA) Alison Hanlon, (UCD),, Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co) Desmond Morrison (ICMSA)
Apologies:
Dermot Murphy (DAFM) Bernadette Earley (Teagasc) Ray Doyle (ICOS) Michael Spellman deputising. John O’Roakre (VI).
Secretary:
Laura Walsh (DAFM)
1. Review of Minutes of 71st FAWAC Meeting
Minutes of the 71st FAWAC from the 8th June were accepted
2. Fodder Situation
A discussion was held on the current national fodder situation.   DAFM reported that the early warning system regional meetings will take place from mid-January 2019.

The IFA are in favour of this and reported that although fodder stores appear to be well established and co-operatives have fodder stores in place. Concern was expressed for those with high levels of stock and insufficient fodder to feed them.
The ICMSA reported that the situation has improved over the last number of months although some farmers are experiencing shortages.  A good spring will be necessary to alleviate pressure on fodder demands. In situations where fodder is required it was suggested it would be easier to move the animals rather than moving large loads of bales. Fodder is readily available at present and the onus is on the farmer to ensure stocks are sufficiently built up in readiness for a long winter.
ICOS noted the expense incurred by Co-operatives in bringing in surplus fodder.  It is also important that solidarity continues within the farming community on the pricing of bales.
DAFM noted that issues regarding debt/credit matters can be addressed to specific divisions within DAFM.

The Chairman acknowledged the collaborations between all stakeholders in managing the matter.
3.
Dairy Welfare
The Chair pf the Education Sib group thanked council members for their input into the draft dairy welfare booklet. The booklet is complete and will be published in early 2019. The aim will be to circulate the booklets as early as possible to all dairy farmers.   Focus will now turn to the calf welfare booklet with the sub group to meet as early as possible in 2019.  It was agreed that the key aspect of the booklets is the end user identifies with them.

Action: 

· DAFM to follow up on dairy booklet launch by Minister Creed.
· DAFM to explore means by which impact of the booklets can be measured.
4. Report from the Education Subgroup
The upcoming calf welfare booklet was discussed.  A proposed timeline of 6 months was suggested.  The importance of observing other countries research and experiences was noted as a valuable learning tool when developing guidelines and systems.
Action
· Representative of ICOS to be invited to join the education sub group on calf welfare.
5. Equine Welfare
DAFM provided report on current figures for horse seizures and slaughters figures to date.  DAFM are engaging with local authorities and regional offices to identify potential welfare issues for urban horses regarding fodder availability.
A report of the current urban/traveller horse projects was given to the council members. Sulky driving training courses are now completed and a possible fourth will be considered in 2019.
 DAFM are currently reviewing the Control of Horses Act.

ISPCA provided statistics for the year to date. Equine related calls were up by 10% so far in 2018. 49 equines have been seized- the largest number since 2012. 2 equine and 14 canine related prosecutions under the AHW Act were finalised this year.  ISPCA opened a new centre in Donegal in June 2018.  There is sufficient fodder present in the centres and the ISPCA are available to assist with taking in a number of equines over the winter period if necessary.
A discussion was held regarding equine microchipping and enforcement of id regulations with regard to irresponsible horse owners It was noted that the issue is not simply equine id- there are many other social/economic elements involved which makes enforcement challenging.
Action: 

· Matter to be brought to the attention of DAM with a view to collaborating with the Department of Justice to progress the issue.
· ISPCA to send on full statistics for circulation to Council members
6. Report from the Working Group on the EWS
DAFM reported the steering group of the EWS met in November and the regional groups will med from mid-Jan 2019 starting with the South west and south east groups.  These will be followed by the North West and North Est groups.

7. AOB
ISPCA requested the Animal Welfare strategy be placed on the agenda for the next FAWAC meeting with a focus on how it will impact the work of the Council.  It was proposed to discuss the establishment of a companion animal welfare council.  This was agreed.
The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and contributions in 2018 including the education working group and the early warning system groups.
Meetings for 2019 to be circulated.

END
