MINUTES OF THE SIXTY NINTH MEETING OF
 THE FARM ANIMAL WELFARE ADVISORY COUNCIL
Location:
Portlaoise.




Date:
09 March 2018
Present:
Chairperson Professor Patrick Fottrell, Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co), Kevin Kinsella (IFA), Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Conor Dowling (ISPCA), Alison Hanlon, (UCD), Mairead Wallace - Pigott (Veterinary Ireland), Daragh Walsh deputising for Ray Doyle (ICOS), Bernadette Earley (Teagasc),
Apologies:
Michael Guinan (ICMSA)
Secretary:
Laura Walsh (DAFM)
1. Review of Minutes of 68th FAWAC Meeting
Minutes of the 68th FAWAC 8th December 2017 were accepted.
2. Dairy  Cow Welfare 
Concerns expressed by Veterinary Ireland on dairy cow welfare particularly regarding lack of investment in calf housing and labour issues. It was reported that veterinarians from UCD had in the course of their work, identified areas of concern regarding nutrition, farm labour and housing. Concern too in some instances of lack of suitable housing due to excessive herd expansion. ISPCA noted the expansion of dairy herds offers good opportunities but has potential to give rise to welfare issues. Contingency planning was identified as a key feature in sustainable dairy herd management. IFA acknowledged the work of farmers during the Storm Emma weekend (1-4 March) in ensuring animals had adequate shelter and feed. It was acknowledged that many of these issues have been raised at the Education Group in the context of progressing the dairy welfare booklet. Suggested that ICBF be invited to present (to the FAWAC) on Genomics and Teagasc to present on its Greenfield facility in Kilkenny. There was a discussion on Teagasc’s ProWelCow study and it was agreed that report be circulated to members when published.
· Action: Alison Hanlon to forward the findings of the report of UCD Veterinarians to FAWAC members.

· Action: Sean Coughlan (ICBF Chair) was identified as a potential speaker on the matter of genomics in dairy herds (IFA KK to follow up).
· Action: Teagasc to be invited to present to FAWAC in the area of dairy cow breeding for health and welfare.

3.
Equine Welfare

DAFM reported on progress of the Urban/Traveller Horse Projects and noted good buy-in to the initiative. Numbers of horses being seized under the Control of Horses is reducing.  The ISPCA reported an increase of 34% of equine related calls from Jan to date in comparison to 2017.  Currently there are 85 equines in the 2 ISPCA centres nationwide.  
4.
Report from the Education Sub-Group 
Good progress reported on the dairy welfare booklet. It is envisaged that the publication date will occur at the September FAWAC meeting.  Focus will be on achieving long term sustainability and optimum welfare standards.  Progress on the calf welfare booklet will begin once the dairy booklet has been finalised.
Action: It was suggested Minister be invited to launch the Dairy Welfare Booklet at September FAWAC meeting and the CVO be invited to speak.

5.
Report from the Working Group on the EWS
DAFM provided the equine seizure and slaughter stats to date and the number of calls to the animal welfare helpline. The DAFM welfare helpline received 40 calls over the period of the Storm Emma which saw unprecended levels of snow fall in many areas.  It was also noted that new members of the IFA have joined the EWS Steering Group and Regional Groups. It was acknowledged that engagement with other bodies particularly the Gardai is important in maintaining an effective working group system. 
UCD noted the launch of a project in May focusing on the ‘One Health’ concept and the link between human/animal welfare.
· Action:  Finalised text of ‘One Health’ concept to be circulated to FAWAC members (AH).
· Action: DAFM to arrange a meeting with the North West EWS in coming weeks as fodder issues are evident in some countries (Donegal, Leitrim, and Sligo).

AOB

The Reference Centre for Animal Health and Welfare coordinated by the EU Commission was brought to the attention of members. The first committee will focus on pig welfare and the enforcement of legislation for pigs.

Action: Material to be circulated to group (AH). 

ISPCA referred to a module on animal welfare being sought to be introduced in Educate Together Schools. DAFM reported on the current situation regarding the docking of pigs’ tails in Ireland and noted that all stakeholders have a role to play for the successful implementation of the legislation.  Veterinary Ireland referred to its document entitled ‘The Veterinary Ireland position statement on the welfare of pigs kept in intensive systems 2017’.
Action:  Veterinary Ireland welfare document to be circulated to FAWAC members.
   Veterinary Ireland to be invited to present to FAWAC at the next meeting.

The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and contributions.

Next meeting scheduled for 8th June 2018

END
