MINUTES OF THE SIXTY SEVENTH MEETING OF THE FARM ANIMAL WELFARE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Location:
Portlaoise.




Date:
8th September 2017
Present:
Chairperson Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co) deputising for Professor Patrick Fottrell. Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Conor Dowling (ISPCA), Gerald Quaine (ICMSA), Alison Hanlon, (UCD), Martin McNamara Clare Marts (deputising for Ray Doyle)
Apologies:
Professor Patrick Fottrell, Ray Doyle (ICOS), Bernadette Earley (Teagasc) Michael Guinan (ICMSA), Jim McKelvey (DAERA-NI), John O’Roarke (Veterinary Ireland), Mairead Wallace - Pigott (Veterinary Ireland), Conor Geraghty (Veterinary Ireland). Sean O’Leary (IFA), Kevin Kinsella (IFA)
Secretary:
Laura Walsh (DAFM)
1. Review of Minutes of 66th FAWAC Meeting
Minutes of the 66th FAWAC 9th June meeting agreed with a single amendment (Under AOB, 2nd Bullet pt- ISPCA raised concerns over the levels of tail docking in pigs)

2. Report from the Education Sub-Group

The publication of the Pig Welfare booklet is imminent.  All agree the booklet will be useful as it addresses training needs and provides information on pig welfare to all stakeholders in pig industry.

Review of Dairy booklet: Increased 
labour requirements were identified as key matters to address in context of dairy herd expansion and the management of increased calf numbers. A FAWAC booklet specific for calf management was proposed, this would be separate to the dairy  cow welfare publication. It was advocated that other industry bodies such as ICOS and AHI be involved in the discussions. 
Action: 
· Teagasc to be invited to speak at next FAWAC meeting on measures being taken by Teagasc to address labour shortages on dairy farms.  (Teagasc/DAFM)
3. Report from the EWS group
DAFM reported on the last EWS meetings.  It was suggested that HSE and Gardai representatives be invited to future regional group meetings (DAFM to coordinate).  Local groups will continue to meet separately outside of regional meetings enhancing the good communications in existence. 
A meeting of the North West group was proposed for December.  The matter of training farm labourers for dairy farms in collaboration with the Department of Social Protection and Teagasc is to be explored
Dogs

An awareness campaign is required to deal with the increasing incidents of dog attacks on sheep. It was agreed the issue is arising from an overproduction of canines. All stakeholders, including farmers, Veterinary Ireland, animal welfare bodies should be pro-active in advocating responsible dog ownership
Action:

· IFA/SPCA is to highlight the issue with local radio.  ISPCA made reference to the RSPCA guidelines and Battersea Strategy and will circulate text to the group.
4. Dairy Welfare

The matter was discussed under point 2 in the agenda (education subgroup).
5. Equine Welfare

ISPCA reported the number of horses seized/surrendered to date in 2017 is down by 40%.  
Problems reported in certain areas and all agree that equine ID should be enforced more rigorously.  
There were 5 
successful prosecutions for equines to date.
6. Horns  Ireland in 21st century

In response to the request for feedback on the legislation governing the sale of horned animals 
Martin McNamara (Clare Marts) noted that the matter will be discussed at an upcoming mart 
managers meeting. Horned animals should be identified and segregated to ensure 
proper 
management.  
Action:

· FAWAC members are to submit opinions on the matter.
AOB
· ISPCA enquired about a welfare incident of a bullock in Ballina mart.  The matter is being investigated by DAFM veterinary officials.
· Action:

FAWAC to distribute emergency slaughter guidelines to all Marts

The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and contributions.


Next meeting of the Council scheduled for 8th December 2017

ENDS

