MINUTES  OF  THE  SIXTY FOURTH  MEETING  OF  THE  FARM  ANIMAL  WELFARE ADVISORY  COMMITTEE
Location:
Portlaoise




Date:
9th December 2016

Present:
Chairperson Professor Patrick Fottrell, Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co), Gerald Quain (ICMSA), Alison Hanlon (UCD), John O’Roarke (Veterinary Ireland), Kevin Kinsella (IFA), Ray Doyle (ICOS). Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Sian Phillips (RSPCA), 


Via conference call: Jim McKelvey (DAERA-NI)
Apologies:
Mairead Wallace - Pigott (Veterinary Ireland), Bernadette Early (TEAGASC),
Henry Burns (IFA), Michael Guinan (ICMSA), Sean O’Leary (IFA), Conor Geraghty (Veterinary Ireland),
Secretary:
Laura Walsh, Niamh Cunningham

1. Minutes
The minutes from the 63rd Council meeting were passed without amendment.
2. Presentation on Overview of RSPCA Assured Welfare Labelling Schemes by Sian Phillips (RSPCA)
Ms Phillips gave a presentation on the RSPCAs assured welfare labelling schemes and a question and answer discussion ensued.
Action: 
· Presentation to be forwarded to FAWAC 
· 5 questions posed to be sent to Sian for further information (AK to liaise).
1. Further Information on the AssureWel Project

2. Sources of Income for operating the Freedom Food label and details on cost of membership.

3. Whether Freedom Foods operates on a basis of welfare outputs and/or inputs and the crossover (if any) with the ‘red tractor’ programme.  Provide link to FF Impact Report / Annual Review.
4. Details of the RoI and NI poultry farms involved in the RSPCA Assured scheme and those involved in the raised perches investigation
5. Response to the issue of lower welfare imports negatively affecting UK industry as apparently occurred with the pig industry.

3. Report from the Education Sub-Group
A report was given by Sean O’ Laoide on ‘Guidelines for Emergency Killing of Pigs on Farm’ draft report.

Action: The final draft document will be circulated for comment.
· The dairy farm welfare education group will meet in early 2017 and have received the Teagasc report on ‘dairy calf welfare across the supply chain’. 
·  There was a discussion on the current status of dairy bull calves born in Ireland and their possible export/disposal outlets within a best welfare context.
·  It was suggested that separate welfare guidelines for dairy calves be prepared as a measure to alleviate the issue.  
· ISPCA suggested that a market for pink veal be developed in Ireland to reduce the need for veal exports. 
· DAFM   to review the dairy cow welfare committee structure.
4. Report from the EWS group
Brid Farrell reported the issues raised at the recent EWS group meetings.
· The expansion of dairy herds and its contribution to increased psychological pressures on farmers.  
· Current Garda EWS contact lists will be updated and circulated to all DVO’s (DAFM)
· A study on the relationship between farmers, stress and animal welfare was highlighted by Alison Hanlon.  The committee will be kept updated on this following the research workshop taking place in the New Year.
· The issue of dogs worrying sheep was discussed.  The ISPCA confirmed that a press release for dog owners was issued on this matter in 2016.
· The formation of a committee to develop ethical guides relating to issues such as euthanasia of dogs was proposed. This would be formed under the umbrella of FAWAC.  Action: Sean O’Laoide to contact the Danish Animal Ethics Council and to revert with terms of reference to the Committee.

· The ICMSA indicted it will be joining the regional meetings of the EWS groups starting in 2017.
5. Equine Welfare
· DAFM gave a report on the current slaughter/seizure statistics and the urban horse projects. Numbers of horses being seized under the Control of Horses Act continue to decline. 
· The ISPCA reported that calls to its helpline received was up by 1.5%
· Urban/traveller projects/education courses are progressing in some counties

· The Clondalkin Equine Club is nearing completion by South Dublin Co Co 

· DAFM continues to stress necessity for full compliance on all equine related matters

· DAFM continues to enforce legislation in relation to non-compliance with equine ID and on welfare grounds

6. Dairy Cow Welfare
· The importance of strategic contingency planning was highlighted by DAFM as an important element to consider in light of easing stress on dairy farmers and ensuring optimum welfare.
· Issues discussed included ‘compact calving’ and expansion of the dairy herd. The difficulty of exporting calves to the Continent was discussed.  Current EU animal transport Legislation (Reg 1/2005) was discussed. 
· Potential solutions included the creation of a ‘calf meat market in Ireland’
· Action:  Research statistics on artificial colostrum to be forwarded to the group (Bernadette Early).
7. AOB
· The Chairman indicted Ms Barbara Bent (Waterford ISPCA) has stood down from the FAWAC and thanked her and paid tribute to her valuable contribution to FAWAC during her time as a member.
· A letter of thanks to be issued in recognition of her participation and valued input. Barbara has agreed to continue to participate in the early warning system (EWS) Steering Group meetings.
· The Council recommended that the issues raised by Mr. Sean Kent regarding the slaughter Regulations for Poultry are to be referred to the Scientific Committee for Animal Health and Welfare (SACAHW).
The next meeting to be scheduled for March.
ENDS
