MINUTES  OF  THE  SIXTY FIRST  MEETING  OF  THE  FARM  ANIMAL  WELFARE ADVISORY  COMMITTEE
Location:
Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise

Date:

11th March 2016
Present:
Professor Patrick Fottrell, Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co), Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Barbara Bent (WSPCA), Bernadette Earley (TEAGASC), Arthur O’Connor (Veterinary Ireland), Gerald Quain (ICMSA), Michael Guinan (ICMSA), Mairead Wallace - Pigott (Veterinary Ireland), Kevin Kinsella (IFA), Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Paul McDermott (Mayo Co Co)
Apologies:
John O’Roarke (Veterinary Ireland), Sean O’Leary (IFA), Henry Burns, John McConnell (DARD NI).
Secretary:
Fionnuala Malone
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting including Paul McDermott, Veterinary Inspector Mayo Co. Co. and the new Veterinary Ireland rep. Mairead Wallace Pigott.
Paul McDermott gave a presentation on “On Farm Emergency Slaughter”. His research paper will be published shortly. The presentation dealt with criteria governing On Farm Emergency Slaughter and contained statistics from DAFM and Local Authority Plants in Ireland together with relevant statistics from Northern Ireland and The Netherlands.

The Chairman thanked Mr McDermott for his presentation.  A discussion ensued on the issue of managing acutely injured animals on farms with general agreement that the issue of on-farm emergency slaughter needs to be addressed in a more meaningful way and requires more meaningful dialogue with all parties including farmers, PVPs and the meat industry itself. All agreed that the meat industry in particular needs to be more proactive and willing to engage with farmers. The Chairman requested DAFM representatives to communicate this in full at the highest level within the Department and suggested that a reconstituted committee chaired by Sean O’Laoide could re-visit the issue.
1. Minutes
· The Minutes of meeting of 11th December 2015 were accepted. The Chairman wished Mr. Jackie Cahill (former ICMSA rep to FAWAC) well in his new career.
2. Report from the Education Sub-Group
· Sean O’ Laoide reported progress on the draft booklet on Emergency on Farm Euthanasia of Pigs and an update should be available for the Committee shortly
· The review booklet on animal welfare on dairy farms is also progressing

· Mairead Wallace Pigott stated that dairy farm practises have changed significantly and there is a need to be aware of animal welfare issues
· Arthur O’Connor asked that PVPs be involved in future reviews and this was agreed
3. Report from the EWS group
· DAFM reported it had received 120 calls related to flooding and had provided emergency fodder to 158 farmers
· To date €60,000 has been paid to the relevant Co-Ops
· The Animal Welfare Helpline had been manned 24/7 throughout the Christmas period and extended into New Year
· Applications continue to be processed under the Fodder Compensation scheme – payments under the latter scheme are subject to de minimis rules

· The Chairman thanked DAFM for its commitment in dealing with the fodder crises and noted comments that while floods are receding there may be an issue with lands later in the year with stock having to remain in sheds longer than usual
4. Equine Welfare
· Urban/traveller education courses are progressing in some counties
· The Clondalkin Equine Club project is being actively progressed by South Dublin Co Co with a tendering process to be commenced
· DAFM continues to stress necessity for full compliance on all equine related matters
· DAFM continues to enforce legislation and seizes horses not in compliance with equine ID and on welfare grounds

· DAFM met with Pavee Point on 9th March and provided an update on equine matters – legislation and support available for equine projects
· Barbara Bent advised the group that while calls regarding equines had been quiet over the winter period they are steadily on the increase 

· ISPCA referred to its recent successful prosecution regarding horse welfare and are working with other welfare groups to raise awareness on equine welfare

· A question was asked re procedure for dealing with people hunting hares with hounds. DAFM responded that such details should be given to AGS. ISPCA suggested that the NPWS should also be informed of such activity.
5. Dairy Cow Welfare
· Niall O’Nuallain reported on the recent FVO Dairy Cow Welfare Audit. He said the final report is not available at present but all indications are that the outcome will be positive for Ireland

· IFA Kevin Kinsella commented that it is imperative that the Irish market remains open to live exports

· Andrew Kelly ISPCA stated that while he recognises the importance of these markets particular attention should be paid to the welfare of the animals
· Bernadette Earley stated that a number of studies have taken place regarding animal transportation
6. AOB 
· Agri Aware Farm Walk and Talk of 10th March coincided with the launch of the new draft Ag Science spec for  Leaving Certificate students 
· Hungry Horse Outside (an equine welfare charity) are distributing educational leaflets in Sligo, Leitrim and Longford. The IHWT are doing microchipping and passporting clinics for Travellers in selected areas. Both of these projects are being funded by DAFM under the urban/traveller horse project
· Barbara Bent informed the meeting that Waterford SPCA has a programme in place in the city to educate people on animal welfare. The uptake among travellers is high
· Sean O’Laoide will be representing FAWAC and will chair the EuroFAWC Meeting on 18th and 19th May 2016 in Helsinki
· Andrew Kelly asked about the Dog Warden role in the microchipping of dogs. Arthur O’Connor stated there was no change
· ICMSA has advised its members that their dogs must be microchipped by 01st April. The IFA will be advising similar over coming weeks
· The Minister provided ex gratia funding to 140 charities totalling €2.5m in December 2015
· Waterford SPCA has used Facebook to advise people about sheep worrying. IFA reported an increase in sheep kill reports
The Chairman concluded the meeting and thanked all for their attendance and contributions and advised the next meeting will take place on 17th June 2016. 

End 
